
 

Letter from Rev. Marion Gaskell 
If you see someone wearing claret and amber (and I often see my colleague, Andy in those colours) you 
can instantly tell who they are.  They’re a Bradford City football fan or in the case of Andy, a fan and the 
team’s chaplain.   
 

So what’s that purple and green fish about at the top of our newsletter?  What does that represent?  
Well, we can’t claim this logo is as well known as City’s colours but it’s the logo for St Michael and St Ai-
dan’s Churches.  It represents who we are.  You may have seen it on a banner outside  

St Michael’s church. 
 

The fish symbol is not just ours.  You may have seen Christians wearing it or put-
ting it on the back of their cars.  It goes way back to the days when the early Chris-
tians were being persecuted for their faith by the Romans.  It was a kind of secret 
sign between Christians.  They chose it because the initials of “Jesus Christ, Son of 
God, Saviour” spell  FISH in Greek, the language they spoke.  The story goes that a 

Christian would draw one arc of the fish on the ground and if the  
person responded  by drawing in the rest of the fish you’d know they were a Christian. 
 

However, we’ve made the symbol our own.  “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour” sums up what we be-
lieve.  “Becoming Jesus Shaped People” is what we’re about.  It’s what we’re aiming 
for.  We look at Jesus and ask him to shape us to be like him.  We’ve a long way to go 
but with God’s help that’s our mission.  We want to follow him, be the kind of people 
he was and is, say and do the things he would do.  It’s a tall order I know, but imper-
fect though we are, we have a great and perfect God.   
 

Like Jesus we care about people, especially the people who are on the edge. We fol-
low his teaching, share his stories and pray.  We work together as  teams, because 
that’s the model Jesus taught.  Like him we are interested in speaking “truth to 
power” standing up for what is right and good.  That’s one of the reasons why we’ve recently become a 
FAIRTRADE church, buying our tea, coffee and sugar with the FAIRTRADE logo on it.  And of course, like 
him, we’re always keen to reach out and include others to follow him too. 
 

All that remains to explain then are the words in the centre of the fish ”Shelf with Buttershaw”.  That’s 
the name of our parish because we are a team parish with St Aidan’s and St Michael’s churches united 
together. 

 

Come along to our  

Summer Sizzle BBQ 
For loads of  family fun! 

‘Beat the Cube’ 

Bouncy castle  ~ Raffle  ~ Tombola ~ 

Cream Teas ~ Cake stall 

JUNE 20th 
Starts 12.00—2.00pm 

At St Michael’s  

Primary School 

HX3 7QU 



Visit our new look church website 

www.shelfwithbuttershaw.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The wedding season is truly upon us here at St Michael’s with eight couples booked in for their big day. 
Above are Andrew and Kaylie who were married on Saturday 16th May.  
 

Although you can get married in many locations nowadays, getting married in church is still a favourite. 
It’s ideal for couples looking for the traditional wedding but we also point out that the day belongs to 
the bride and groom and they can always tweak the ser-
vice to be as personal as they want their special day to 
be. So people choose their own music, hire gospel sing-
ers, or string quartets, read special poems, even take the 
opportunity to remember loved ones that have passed 
away.   Most of the time though, couples just want a tra-
ditional church wedding, with the bride dressed in her 
beautiful wedding gown walking down the aisle. 
 

Booking a church wedding is easy and very flexible, you 
don’t need to be a church member or attend church 
(although you are always very welcome).  Simply ring 
Andy or Marion (contact details on the back of this news-
letter) and have a chat about when you want your wed-
ding, prices and any other questions you might have. 
There’s also a great Church of England web site to visit 
that may also help you to plan your big day. Find it at www.yourchurchwedding.org There are still lots of 
dates available this year and next. 

 

Weddings at  
St Michaels 

ACROSS 
4. The park where you go to get fixed 
7. In Hebrew ‘House of god’ 
9. Up on the magic woman’s paddock 
12. Mick’s? car repairs 
15. The edge of a group of trees 

DOWN 
1. Where the queen is crowned every year 
2. Brightly coloured Dutch prince 
3. Barrel maker’s lane 
5. Where some girls fear they’ll end up on. 
6. Churched  cream on the coast 
8. Northumberland saint in Buttershaw 
10 Footballing egg layers supporters 
11 A road (and a pub) that stand out like a hill 
top fire 
13 This girl’s woods 
14 Where you might buy your discount bratwurst 

The Fairly Hard Parish Crossword Puzzle 
All clues Relate to the parish of Shelf with Buttershaw. 

Look at our web site to find the  
answers. 



Something to ponder 
 
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and 
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with 
me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy 
or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”  
 - Matthew 11 (Message version) 
 
I once knew of a busy couple who hired someone to come into their house once a week on a  
Wednesday to clean. Every Tuesday evening however, the wife would spend hours when she got home 
from work tidying and cleaning. “why on earth do you do this every week when we have a cleaner to do it 
the day after” asked her husband. “I’m not having the cleaner come into a dirty house, what would they 
think?” she replied.  I think sometimes we have the same attitude when it comes to God. We assume that 
the people in churches must be so good that if we want to join them we really need to lead perfect lives 
and clean up our mess before Jesus will have anything to do with us. The opposite is true! Until we admit 
we are in a mess Jesus can’t have anything to do with us.  Most of us have messy lives or times when life 
get’s messy whether it’s our marriages, children, jobs, habits, or whatever, but when we sin and mess up 
our lives, we find that God doesn’t go off and leave us—he enters into our trouble and saves us. 

Answers can be found at 
www.shelfwithbuttershaw.net 

DOWN 
1. Where the queen is crowned every year 
2. Brightly coloured Dutch prince 
3. Barrel maker’s lane 
5. Where some girls fear they’ll end up on. 
6. Churched  cream on the coast 
8. Northumberland saint in Buttershaw 
10 Footballing egg layers supporters 
11 A road (and a pub) that stand out like a hill 
top fire 
13 This girl’s woods 
14 Where you might buy your discount bratwurst 

The Font Of  All Knowledge 
This is  a picture of one of the baptismal fonts at St Michael & all Angels, which is why it’s covered in 

angels of course. Baptism goes back to biblical times, even Jesus was baptised at 
the start of his ministry. The church has baptized people for the past 2000 year 
and the ceremony still goes on to this day. Often people refer to baptism as 
‘being christened’ and the symbolism of the ceremony is loaded. For instance did 
you know that as well as being an act of initiation into the church it is also a pic-
ture of how we share in the death and resurrection of Jesus. During the baptism 
we mark the forehead of the person being baptized with a cross in oil to signify 
that they are to live under the cross of Jesus. We also give them a lighted candle 
reminding us that as Jesus was the light of the world so we too are to be God’s 
light in the world. Both children and adults can be baptized but for adults the 
ceremony usually takes on more significance because the person being baptized 
is making a conscious decision to follow Christ in a daily and practical way. If you 
live in the parish and want to find out about baptism at St Michaels or St Aidan’s 
just get in touch with Marion or Andy. (Contact details are on the back page) 



WHO & WHERE WE ARE 
 

We are a Church of England worshipping community in 
the parish of Shelf with Buttershaw in the diocese of West 
Yorkshire and the Dales.  Our vision is to grow to be more 
like Jesus and to follow his teachings which is why we are 
part of the wider Jesus Shaped People vision which is be-
ing pioneered across the  
diocese.  
 

We offer help and services for those moments in life or 
death that you want to mark in a special way. For details 
on Baptisms (Christenings) Weddings please contact: 
 

Rev’d Marion Gaskell (Team Rector) 01274 881701 
Or 
Rev’d Andy Greiff (Team Vicar) 01274 676335 
St Michael’s is on Carr House Rd HX3 7RJ 
St Aidans is just off Ridings Way BD6 3UD 
Web www.shelfwithbuttershaw.net 
Find us on FACEBOOK 

SUNDAYS 
Eucharist  10.15am St Aidan’s  

Eucharist  10.15am St Michael’s 
Church Live 6.30 pm at St Aidan’s 

Mid week Communion Wednesday  
7.00pm &  Thursday 10.00am At St Michaels 

Get Connected!Get Connected!  

Shelf  Drop In  
Tuesdays 10.00 am - 12 noon at St Michael’s. 

For a good old chin wag!  
 

Messy Church  
Term time Tuesdays at St Aidan’s at 4.30 pm 

For Primary school children & parents / carers 

Small Beginnings  
Term time Wednesdays at  St Michael’s  

for babies, toddlers, 
 pre-school children & parents/ carers .  

 9.30 am. Doors open 9 am  
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Sunday Club 
10.15am 

Every Sunday 
during term time at  
St Michael’s Church 

 


